
ADA TITLE III –  
 
Entities controlled by religious organizations, inc luding places of worship, are not covered . 
 
The ADA's exemption of religious organizations and religious entities controlled by religious 
organizations is very broad, encompassing a wide variety of situations.  Religious organizations and 
entities controlled by religious organizations have no obligations under the ADA.  Even when a 
religious organization carries out activities that would otherwise make it a public accommodation, the 
religious organization is exempt from ADA coverage.  Thus, if a church itself operates a day care 
center, a nursing home, a private school, or a diocesan school system, the operations of the center, 
home, school, or schools would not be subject to the requirements of the ADA or this part.  The 
religious entity would not lose its exemption merely because the services provided were open to the 
general public.  The test is whether the church or other religious organization operates the public 
accommodation, not which individuals receive the public accommodation's services.  
 
UMC ADOPTS ADA - Social Principles, ¶ 162G  
 
United Methodist Implementation of Americans with D isabilities Act - ADOPTED 2004 
 
Therefore, be it resolved, that the assembled delegates to this General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church 2004 affirm our support of the full implementation of the provisions of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and  
 
Be it further resolved, the General Conference of The United Methodist Church urge all our 
congregations to implement and enforce the provisions of the ADA and all disability-related programs 
within every area that members of The United Methodist Church reside with the same vigor and 
interest as they would any other law affecting their able-bodied constituency. 
 
Signs: Mounting Location and Height  
 
Where permanent identification is provided for rooms and spaces, signs shall be installed on the wall 
adjacent to the latch side of the door. Where there is no wall space to the latch side of the door, 
including at double leaf doors, signs shall be placed on the nearest adjacent wall. Mounting height 
shall be 60 in above the finish floor to the centerline of the sign. Mounting location for such signage 
shall be so that a person may approach within 3 in of signage without encountering protruding objects 
or standing within the swing of a door. 
 


